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Formative or Summative?  
 Formative assessment 

The goal of formative assessment is to monitor student learning to provide ongoing 
feedback that can be used by instructors to improve their teaching and by students to 
improve their learning. More specifically, formative assessments: 
•help students identify their strengths and weaknesses and target areas that need work 
•help faculty recognize where students are struggling and address problems immediately 
Formative assessments are generally low stakes, which means that they have low or no 
point value. Summative assessment 
The goal of summative assessment is to evaluate student learning at the end of an 
instructional unit by comparing it against some standard or benchmark. 
Summative assessments are often high stakes, which means that they have a high 
point value. Examples of summative assessments include: 
•a midterm exam 
•a final project 
•a paper 



Assessment Schedule  
 
 Year 11 and 12  

   

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/pdf_doc/geography-assessment-reporting.pdf
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/pdf_doc/geography-assessment-reporting.pdf
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/pdf_doc/geography-assessment-reporting.pdf
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/pdf_doc/geography-assessment-reporting.pdf
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/pdf_doc/geography-assessment-reporting.pdf
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/pdf_doc/geography-assessment-reporting.pdf


 example 



Assessment Notification 

 12 Semester 1 Exam notification 2014.pdf 

 

 file:///Users/spmclean/Documents/GTA/GTA 2017/10 Semester II Exam 
Notification 2014.pdf 

 /Users/spmclean/Documents/GTA/GTA 2017/10 Semester II Exam 
Notification 2015 modified version[1][1].pdf 



Mapping  Grid  
 

 

 

 

 file:///Users/spmclean/Documents/GTA/GTA 2017/Semester I  mapping grid 
2014.pdf 



Exam Builder 
 1 Refer to Source A on  

  

  (A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Health and defence 

Health and education 

Defence 

Garbage collection and national parks 

  

2 Type your question here. Do not change the widths of the columns or the fonts. Leave a blank line after the question like this. 
  

  (A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Health and defence 

Health and education 

Defence 

Garbage collection and national parks 

  

3 Type your question here. Do not change the widths of the columns or the fonts. Leave a blank line after the question like this. 
  

  (A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Health and defence 

Health and education 

Defence 

Garbage collection and national parks 

  

4 Type your question here. Do not change the widths of the columns or the fonts. Leave a blank line after the question like this. 
  

  (A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Health and defence 

Health and education 

Defence 

Garbage collection and national parks 

  

5 Type your question here. Do not change the widths of the columns or the fonts. Leave a blank line after the question like this. 
  

  (A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Health and defence 

Health and education 

Defence 

Garbage collection and national parks 

  



Exam Builder 

(a) Insert stimulus material here if required 
  

Marks  

  Here is where the question is asked. 
  
  
  

  

  

  

      2 

(b) Here is where the question is asked. 
  
  
  

  

  

  

2 

Question 22 continues on the next page. 
 
 

Question 21 (4 marks) 



Section 1 Multiple Choice 20 marks   

 Writing the stem  question or unfinished statement. HSC 2015   

 



Section 1 Multiple Choice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://mcq.bostes.nsw.edu.au/specTest.cfm?courseID=15190


Differentiating Multiple Choice  

 Year 10 Example  

 

13 What is the bearing of the Three Brothers Rock (AR3054) from the wharf at Saint 
Ignatius’ College  (AR2753) 
  

  (A) 

(B) 

(C) 

  

47o 

133o 

227o 
  

14 What is the direction of flow of Tannery Creek in AR 2956 
  (A) 

(B) 

(C) 

  

SW 

SSW 

NE 
  

15 Which of the following is an example of a traditional Aboriginal land management 

strategy? 
  

  (A) 

(B) 

(C) 

  

Rotating crops to preserve soil quality 

Clear felling of forests to enable conservation of soil 

Regular burning of areas to promote new vegetation 
  



Section 1 Multiple Choice  

 
 

 Quizlet https://quizlet.com/13189306/12-geo-syllabus-defintions-flash-
cards/ 

 HSC Online    http://mcq.bostes.nsw.edu.au/specTest.cfm?courseID=15190 

 ZipGrade https://www.zipgrade.com/ 

 

Syllabus Glossary Terms    

http://mcq.bostes.nsw.edu.au/specTest.cfm?courseID=15190
http://mcq.bostes.nsw.edu.au/specTest.cfm?courseID=15190
http://mcq.bostes.nsw.edu.au/specTest.cfm?courseID=15190
http://mcq.bostes.nsw.edu.au/specTest.cfm?courseID=15190
http://mcq.bostes.nsw.edu.au/specTest.cfm?courseID=15190
http://mcq.bostes.nsw.edu.au/specTest.cfm?courseID=15190


Section 1 Multiple Choice - 
differentiate 
 Year 10 example  



Section II Short Responses 40 marks  
 – Hierarchy of directive terms 



Section II Short Responses 

HSC 2016  
Question 24 (12 marks) (a) Outline how changes in weather or climate can affect an 
ecosystem. ............................................................................................................................... 
............................................................................................................................... 
...............................................................................................................................  
2 (b) Identify a traditional management strategy used in an ecosystem at risk and outline its 
purpose. ............................................................................................................................... 
............................................................................................................................... 
............................................................................................................................... 
...............................................................................................................................  
2 (c) Identify a contemporary management strategy used in an ecosystem at risk and outline 
its purpose. ............................................................................................................................... 
............................................................................................................................... 
...............................................................................................................................  
 
https://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/hsc_exams/2016/exams/2016-hsc-
geography.pdf.................................................................................................................... 



Section III Extended response 40 marks  
 

 



Marking Guidelines and criteria – standards 
reference approach 
 
 demonstrate geographical knowledge and understanding relevant to the question 

 communicate ideas and information using geographical terms and concepts 
appropriately  

 refer to case studies, illustrative examples and the Stimulus Booklet where 
appropriate  

  present a sustained, logical and cohesive response 



Marking Guidelines and criteria – standards 
reference approach 
 

HSC 2015 https://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/hsc_exams/2015/guides/2015-hsc-mg-geography.pdf 



Check  
 
 
 
Invigilate! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwUNGym
MRvM  
 

Proof the paper, do the multiple choice check numbers and stimulus material  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwUNGymMRvM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwUNGymMRvM


Feedback   
  Hattie and Temperley  

 Markers Report  
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